
Retiring Marcy Elementary Music Teacher Gets Surprise Sendoff 

For nearly four decades, Theresia Giardino has been in the classroom, singing, playing instruments, 

rehearsing and performing with her students. 

After 37 years as a music teacher at Marcy Elementary School - - teaching more than 2,000 students 

along the way - - Giardino is retiring at the end of the school year. 

But, Giardino isn’t leaving Whitesboro without her contributions to Marcy Elementary School and the 

entire Whitesboro Central School District being recognized. 

On May 18, Giardino got the gift of a lifetime during her final concert with her students. For the first 

time in 37 years, the night wasn’t just about those she has taught, but about her. 

At the end of the annual Marcy Elementary School Spring Concert, held at the high school, Giardino was 

swarmed by a flash mob. The mob, which included more than 50 of Giardino’s former students, 

performed two songs - - “For Good” from the musical Wicked and “Dynamite” by Taio Cruz. And, it was 

all a surprise. 

“It was unbelievable,” said Giardino. “It was a sendoff you could only hope to have! I will remember it 

forever! I cried for two days… and I still tear up talking about it.” 

Giardino’s colleague, Kristine Oczkowski, came up with the idea. She, with the help of others, secretly 

taught the fourth and fifth graders at Marcy Elementary School the two songs. She also held two 

rehearsals for Giardino’s former students at the middle school and high school who wanted to join in. 

A recipe for a memorable moment. 

“She is an outstanding educator, and will be dearly missed at Marcy,” said Oczkowski, a fifth grade 

teacher at Marcy Elementary School. “Theresia always delivers a fabulous concert, and works tirelessly 

with all of our students.” 

In addition to her normal classroom duties, every year, Giardino prepares Marcy Elementary’s fifth 

graders for their advancement song, assists with the fifth grade musical and holds a sing-a-long for the 

entire school in December. 

Now that she’s “slowing down,” Giardino plans to travel and work around the house during her soon-to-

be spare time. That doesn’t mean she won’t miss being a music teacher.  

“Students come to elementary school as a blank canvas that you can mold and influence,” said Giardino. 

“As an elementary music teacher, you have the unique opportunity to develop their music skills from an 

early stage, as well as instill a great appreciation for music.” 

“I will miss my young students making music. Those moments when they get it and you see their eyes 

light up, is so special.” 

The Whitesboro Central School District would like to thank Theresia Giardino for her commitment to 

educating its students for 37 years. Best wishes for a happy retirement! 


